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Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

We are happy to inaugurate the first of many newsletters about our efforts to keep the legacy of Freedom 
Summer alive here at Miami University. It has been a little more than a year since our reunion and conference 
and many exciting and thoughtful projects have been launched since then.  In this and forthcoming newsletters, 
we will share them with you. The President’s Academic Enrichment Award, which funds this project, supports 
interdisciplinary, collaborative work and as you will see, the projects discussed here include visual and 
performing arts, mathematics, history, educational pedagogy and practice, library and archival work, oral 
histories, and more. We anticipate and look forward to the development of other creative and innovative projects 
such as these and would appreciate knowing your ideas. Please send them and suggestions regarding future 
programming to us (bermanmj@muohio.edu, armstra2@muohio.edu).  

Best wishes, 

Ann Elizabeth Armstrong, Assistant Professor, Department of Theatre 
Mary Jane Berman, Director, Center for American and World Cultures

News from the Algebra Project 
This fall, Dr. Iris DeLoach Johnson, Associate Professor of Teacher 
Education, is spending her leave working with the Algebra Project in 
Jackson, Mississippi.  She writes, “The Algebra Project (AP), inspired by 
Dr. Bob Moses, and written about in his book, Radical Equations: Civil 
Rights from Mississippi to the Algebra Project, is currently operating 
in several cities across the nation. The Algebra Project is an interactive 
curriculum designed to make high school mathematics concepts more 
accessible to students in urban and rural areas.  In Jackson, Mississippi, The Algebra Project operates as the 
research and design site for most of the high school curriculum. This year, Dr. Moses is working with the first 
cohort group of seniors who will soon become members of the first AP graduating class. Having studied Algebra 
I, Algebra II, and geometry in previous years, this year’s curriculum focuses on an introduction to engineering 
and trigonometry. 
 

There are several aspects that make the Algebra Project noteworthy:

1) The founder is the same Bob Moses who came to Mississippi in the 1960s as a part of Freedom Summer, 
the Right to Vote, and the Civil Rights movement.

2) The founder is the lead instructor and a member of the AP curriculum design team.
3) Because of the Civil Rights movement history, Jackson has been a place where the AP program has been 

successful in lifting the education issue off of the education “page” and moving it to the “front” page for 
civil rights. The historical connection enabled the AP to do that, and thus supports the reason for having 
the AP based here.

4) The students do not necessarily represent the academic “cream of the crop” or students who were 
born with expectations for attending college; however, they are students—representative of the urban 
population—who having been given a chance, having had high expectations placed upon them, and also 
having been given the support to succeed—are preparing to embrace a dream!” 

 

Ashley Johnson, Alyssa Specer and 
Roxanne Pendleton with Dr. Johnson
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Professor Johnson and her students are planning a visit to Miami 
University in the spring as part of a northern college tour.  Stacey 
Adams (Office of Admissions) and Rosalind Mason (College of 
Arts and Science) are to be thanked in advance for their work 
this semester on planning the visit. To learn more about the 
Algebra Project, visit http://www.algebra.org/.  

Western College Archive Digitization 
Project
Jacky Johnson (Western College Memorial Archives), Mary 
Jane Berman (Center for American and World Cultures), 
Frances Yates (Outreach Librarian, Miami University Libraries), 
John Millard (Digital Initiatives Librarian, Miami University 

Librarian), and Valerie Elliott (Lane Public Library) are submitting an Ohio Humanities Council proposal to 
digitize the Freedom Summer print media and oral history collection housed in the Western College Memorial 
Archives and the Hoxie Collection housed in the Smith Library of Regional History at Lane Public Library.  
The digitized materials will be posted on the Western College and Lane Public Library websites.  The project 
will provide electronic access of these important materials to students, scholars, Freedom Summer participants 
and anyone interested in Civil Rights history.  
  

New Course to be Offered
Professors Mary Frederickson (History), Mark McPhail (School of Interdisciplinary Studies, Western College 
Program) and Richard Momeyer (Philosophy) will be offering a new course, History, 380W, “The History, 
Rhetoric and Philosophy of the Modern Civil Rights Movement”, to be taught on Tuesday and Thursday at
3:30 – 5:20 p.m. in 163 Upham. The course spans the period of 1954-2006 beginning with Brown vs. Board of 
Education.  Students and faculty will examine the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the Freedom Rides, the student 
led movement to end segregation in public places, the Freedom Summer, March on Washington, Selma, the 
rise of Black Power, Watts and Detroit riots, the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. and other important 
historical events and developments.  The rhetoric of advocacy and opposition will be explored.  The philosophy 
behind the movement that of non-violence, the search for a beloved community, civil disobedience, concepts of 
freedom, equality, justice, and rights will be examined.  A companion film series is also being planned.  For
a copy of the syllabus and a list of the names, dates, and times of the
films, please contact Dr. Mary Frederickson,  242 Upham Hall, 529-5145, 
frederme@muohio.edu, Dr. Mark McPhail, 105 Peabody, 529-5672,
mcphaiml@muohio.edu, of Dr. Richard Momeyer, 218 Hall Auditorium,
529-2436, momeyerw@muohio.edu.

Freedom Summer DVD
The Voices of Freedom Summer Conference and Reunion video has been 
compiled by American Studies alumnus, Kate Volkman into 14 disc set.  Each 
disc contains edited footage of three to four events, including the candlelight 
memorial, the panels, and portions of the story circles, Wouldnôt Take Nothinô 
For My Journey, the interfaith gathering, and special interviews with Ben 
Chaney, John Steele, Joe Keesecker, and  Bob Moses. The DVDs will be 
available through both the Western College Archives and the IMC video 
collection by the end of this semester.

Students Xavier Johnson and Johnathan Faifax with 
Dr. Gary Benenson, guest instructor from City 
College of NY and former student of Dr. Bob Moses

Dr. Bob Moses
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Using the Past to Empower Critical Pedagogies for the Future
Professor Ann Elizabeth Armstrong (Theatre), Robert Bell (Architecture and Interior Design), and Professor 
Tom Dutton (Architecture and Interior Design and Center for Community Engagement in Over-the-Rhine) 
presented a paper entitled, “Freedom Summer 1964-2005: Using the Past to Empower Critical Pedagogies for 
the Future” at the Pedagogy and Theatre of the Oppressed Conference held in Los Angeles, California, on May 
27 – June 1, 2005.  They will present the work again at Miami University’s Annual Lilly Conference on College 
Teaching on Saturday, November 19. 2005.  For more information about the conference, please visit, 
http://www.units.muohio.edu/lillycon/. 

 Reading Program and Lecture Series at Western College
 

 This fall all first year Western College students read and discussed the book Letters from Mississippi during 
 the weekend prior to the start of classes.  The program also included a special gallery visit to Civil Rights:       
 Looking Back, Moving Forward at the Miami University Art Museum. Each student wrote an essay on 
 freedom. A lecture series, which will take place throughout the fall in Kumler Chapel, will continue to engage  
 and challenge students to reflect on the issues raised by the book’s poignant accounts of the student Civil 
 Rights volunteers of 1964.  

 The 2005 lecture series (see below) is free and open to the public. The presentations, which start at 5:00 p.m.,    
 take place in Kumler Chapel (http://www.miami.muohio.edu/about_miami/virtual_tour/campusmap/index.cfm)    
 on the Western campus.  Along with Peabody and Clawson Halls, Kumler Chapel is one of the 1964 
 Freedom Summer meeting sites, where the trips to Mississippi were discussed , debated, planned, and    
 organized.  For more information, call 529-2233 or visit http://cp.muohio.edu/?id=140

 September 20 
 Chude Allen, Poet, activist, Freedom Summer 1964 volunteer
 “Why Struggle, Why Care:  A Freedom Summer Volunteer Speaks of Courage and Commitment”

 October 11
 Dr. Rick Momeyer, Professor of Philosophy, Miami University
 “The Significance of Freedom Summer, Then and Now”

 October 25 
 Dr. Rodney Coates, Professor of Sociology and Black World Studies, Miami University
 “Discourses on Responsibility and Freedom: From Social Action to Social Justice”

 November 1
 Dr. John Cinnamon, Assistant Professor of Anthropology, Miami University
 “Voices of Freedom in Mississippi and Central Africa”

 November 15
 Dr. Tammy Kernodle, Associate Professor of Music, Miami University
 “Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Around: Music and Its Role in the Civil Rights and Black Power      
 Movements”

To learn more about Letters from Mississippi, please visit http://www.crmvet.org/anc/letterms.htm.  Letters 
from Mississippi, published in 2002 (second edition), is 286 pages, paperback, and costs $13.95. It can be 
ordered by postal mail from: Zephyr Press, 50 Kenwood Street, Brookline MA 02446, (617) 713-2813 Email: 
editor@zephyrpress.org 
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Ohio Humanities Council Awards Grant 

Ann Elizabeth Armstrong (Theatre) was awarded an Ohio Humanities Council Grant 
for Walk With Me: Freedom Summer Training at Western College.  The tours begin 
with two tour guides introducing themselves as Freedom Summer staff members, 
and they address tour participants as if they were being oriented for training in 1964.  
Along the route, tour participants hear the voices of volunteer trainees, revealing their 
inner thoughts as recorded in letters and diaries. Several interactive exercises with 
tour participants underline how conflicts emerged and how trust was built among the 
1964 volunteers. In a later section, tour guides impersonate specific historical figures 
such as John Doar (deputy chief of Justice Department) and Bob Moses (SNCC field 
secretary). At the Freedom Summer memorial tour guides bridge past to the present 
inviting participants to discuss and reflect upon their experience and activism today.

All tours start in front of Clawson Hall on Western Drive and conclude at the Freedom Summer Memorial.  
Tours last approximately 45 minutes.  Tours are scheduled for groups of five to 25 by request and tours with 
disability access are available with advanced notice.  To learn more or schedule a tour, contact Dorothy Falke, 
Program Associate, Center for American and World Cultures (falkeda@muohio.edu or 513-529-8309) or 
www.fna.muohio.edu/fnaweb1/walkwithmetour.html  There will be a special tour for Black History Month. See 
Miami University’s Black History Month calendar on the web at http://www.orgs.muohio.edu/bhc/CAL/ for 
dates and times. Regular tours and tours by request will resume in March and April 2006. 

Civil Rights: Looking Back, Moving Forward

As part of its fall 2005 programming, the Miami University Art Museum presents, Civil Rights: Looking Back, 
Moving Forward, an exhibit and lecture series pertaining to the Civil Rights Movement, August 19 – December 

10. Two paintings, one by US icon Norman Rockwell, the other 
by former Miami University art professor, Philip Morsberger, 
two artists who responded to the disappearance and murder of 
three Civil Rights workers during the summer of 1964, are on 
display.   On September 7, Professor Mark McPhail presented 
Visual Rhetorics of Justice: the Politics and Aesthetics of  
Freedom Summer in which he discussed how the two paintings 
serve as visual rhetorics that speak to the dilemmas, possibilities, 
and politics of contemporary US life.   For more information 
about this and other exhibits and programs,  please visit the 
museumõs website at  http://www.fna.muohio.edu/amu/. 

Freedom Summer Playwriting Project
Members of the playwriting committee interviewed three playwrights last spring for an artist-in-residence 
position that will result in staging a production that tells the story of Freedom Summer in 1964.  We had 
several excellent candidates and have begun negotiations with Carlyle Brown (See Brown’s biography on the 
next page).  Once we have a contract for his residency, we will make a public announcement about the future 
collaboration.  On February 3 and 4, 2006, Brown will present his solo show, The Fula From America: An 
African Journey, in Columbus at Ohio State University.  If you are interested in attending the performance, 
please notify Ann Elizabeth Armstrong (armstra2@muohio.edu).  We will have an update about this exciting 
project in our next newsletter.  

Miami University Art Museum
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Carlyle Brown is a writer/performer and artistic director of Carlyle Brown 
& Company based in Minneapolis. His plays include The African Company 
Presents Richard III, The Little Tommy Parker Celebrated Colored Minstrel 
Show, Buffalo Hair, The Beggarsô Strike, The Negro of Peter the Great, Pure 
Conýdence and others.  He has received commissions from Arena Stage, the 
Houston Grand Opera, the Children’s Theatre Company, Alabama Shakespeare 
Festival and Actors Theatre of Louisville.  He is recipient of playwriting 
fellowships from the New York Foundation for the Arts, National Endowment 
for the Arts, McKnight Foundation, the Minnesota State Arts Board, Jerome 
Foundation, Theatre Communications Group and the Pew Charitable Trust.  Mr. 
Brown has been artist-in-residence at New York University School of the Arts 
Graduate Acting Program, The James Thurber House in Columbus, and Ohio 
State University Theater Department where he directed his music drama, Yellow    

 Moon Rising.  He has been a teacher of expository writing at New York University; African-American literature    
 at the University of Minnesota; playwriting at Ohio State University and Antioch College; African-American   
 theater and dramatic literature at Carleton College as the Benedict Distinguished Visiting Artist, and “Creation   
 and Collaboration” at the University of Minnesota Theater Department.  He has worked as a museum exhibit    
 writer and story consultant for the Charles Wright Museum of African American History in Detroit and the   
 Kentucky Center for African American Heritage in Louisville, Kentucky.

News from the Western College Memorial Archives

In December 2004, Jacky Johnson began work as the Archivist of the Western College Memorial
Archives.  Upon arrival at the Archives, she contacted participants of our Freedom Summer Reunion and 
Conference and asked that they donate important memorabilia pertaining to their experiences in Freedom 
Summer.  As a result of these efforts and the generosity of numerous donors, The Western College Memorial 
Archives has over the last year acquired several important archival pieces including photographs, letters, posters 
and journals. The Archives continue to seek such donations, so, if you know of anyone who has materials 
related to Freedom Summer, please contact Jacky at: 513-529-9695.
 
For more information about the Western College Memorial Archives, please visit:

http://www.units.muohio.edu/westernarchives 

 The Archives is also working on an interactive website on the Freedom Summer Walking Tours and Ohio 
Humanities Council Grant, which are discussed elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Black History Celebration to feature Dr. Vincent 
Harding
 

Vincent Harding, Professor Emeritus, Iliff School of Theology, will speak at the 
MLK Day service on Monday, January 16 at Kumler Chapel following a march from 
the Uptown parks.  The march will  start at 10:00 am and the presentation will take 
place at 11:00 am.  For more information and a complete schedule of the days events, 
contact Juanita Tate, Black History Celebration chair at tatejs1@muohio.edu or 513-
529-2626. 
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A veteran of Freedom Summer, Dr. Harding has spent his personal and professional life seeking  peace and 
justice.  Prior to Iliff School of Theology, he taught at the University of Pennsylvania, Spelman College, and 
Temple University and was the first director of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Center in Atlanta.   A 
prolific scholar and writer, Dr. Harding is the author of:  How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, There Is a River: 
The Black Struggle for Freedom in AMERICAN (AMERI)ca, We Changed the World: African Americans, 1945-
1970 (The Young Oxford History of African Americans, V. 9), Wade in the Water: The Wisdom of the Spirituals, 
African-American Christianity: Essays in History Martin Luther King: The Inconvenient Hero, Hope and 
History: Why, We Must Share the Story of the Movement, There Is a River, We Must Keep Going: Martin Luther 
King and the Future of America, A Certain Magniýcence: Lyman Beecher and the Transformation of American 
Protestantism, 1775-1863 (Chicago Studies in the History of American Religion) and was senior academic 
consultant to the award-winning PBS television series, Eyes on the Prize.  Although officially retired,  Dr. 
Harding continues his work as co-chair of the Illiff School’s  Veterans of Hope Project: a Center for the Study of 
Democratic Renewal and as vice president of Institutional Transformation.

Editors, Ann Elizabeth Armstrong, Mary Jane Berman
Layout, Lisa Campbell, School of Fine Arts

Technical Assistance, Dorothy Falke, Center for American and World Cultures

Finding Freedom Summer website 
“Finding Freedom Summer,” http://www.cas.muohio.edu/freedomsummer/home.html, a website created 
by Professor Mark McPhail explains the scholarly and creative projects that he has initiated to record and 

document Freedom Summer.  The site also contains useful information about the relationship between Western 
College for Women and Freedom Summer 1964, as well as references to last year’s reunion and conference.  
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